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Thought for the Week: "The major strategy to secure overt World
Government is at the present time to maintain the threat of a world
war utilising atomic weapons, in which, we are told, the greater
part of the world's population will be-destroyed. It is most
unlikely that such a war would ever materialise, since the
destruction envisaged would ruin the world as a World Government
property; and it is the internationalists who have their fingers on
the atomic buttons. This threat is sufficient, however, to appear
to justify drastic steps to 'preserve peace'. The threat is
maintained by proxy-wars, as in Korea and Vietnam, and bushfire
wars, such as 'national liberation' guerilla wars and anti-colonial
disorders. These wars are sustained by the supply of sophisticated
weapons to both sides by the Super-Powers, while the supply by the
U.S.S.R. is sustained by U.S. economic support of the U.S.S.R."

Dr. B.W.Monahan, in Finance in Australia (1981)

 

 

 

SELLING OFF THE FARM: As on so many other basic issues, The League
of Rights was the first to issue cautionary comments concerning the
question of whether the National Farmers' Federation, currently
headed by Mr. Ian Maclachlan, was really going to come to grips
with the basic problems confronting Australia, to use its massive
fighting fund to promote constructive political action, or whether
it was going to preside over the "re-structuring" of Australia's
rural industries in accordance with New International Economic
Order strategy. We can report that a group of backbench Labor
politicians are starting to become concerned about Treasurer
Keating's policies, as are members of the National Party.

 

League speakers have been expressing their concern at well-
attended rural meetings, and this concern is starting to be
reflected in some editorial comment, as witnessed by the following
editorial which appeared in the widely-read provincial daily,
Border Morning Mail, (Albury, N.S.W.) of October 6th:

 

"Young Australians may have their work cut out buying their own
farms now that foreign ownership rules have been eased.
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"Rural properties worth less than $3 million may now be bought hy
foreign investors so long as they spend one-third of the price of the
land developing the property.
"But according to some farm leaders, this new Government policy will
jeopardise the family farm because it will keep the prices out of the
reach of Australian farmers" sons,
"The likelihood of foreign buyers entering the market has increased
because of the low Australian dollar and the depressed price, By
international standards, of rural land.
"But farmers wanting to get off the land because they get so little in
return for their capital and work, are not too worried who the buyers
are,
"With an average farm debt of $60,000 on the nation's 170,000 farms, and
an average weekly interest bill of $200, farmers cannot afford te be too
fussy about who buys them out.
"In 1982, Labor told farmers it would use its power over foreign
investment and taxation to combat speculative dealing in land and
property to prevent foreign purchases of large tracts of rural land.
"Farmers know where theNational Farmers’ Federation stands on the influx
of foreign capital into rural land.
"A considerable part of its fighting fund has been provided by banks and
foreign companies whose interests do not appear to coincide with those
of Australian farmers.
"An uncomplaining acquiescence to the unrestricted takeover of Australia's
family farm lands by foreign interests would be a surrender to a
catastrophic development with much wider consequences than many imagine.
"The only alternative if Australia's farms are to be sayed is to tackle
Australia's domestic money policy.
"The release of sufficient national credit to reconstruct debt to a
manageable phasis and to reduce internal costs and taxation should and
must be done.
"The courage to do this would earn the N.F.F. the undying gratitude not
only of farmers but all Australians, including the unions.
"A meek surrender would make the N.F.F, one of the most expensive
calamities in the nation's history.'
THE GROWING POLITICAL FERMENT: It is no secret that there has been
continuing tension between the National Party and the Farmers' Federation.
As yet Mr. Ian Maclachlan of the Farmers' Federation has not declared his
political intentions, although it has been reported to us that he intends
to enter the Federal Parliament.
Premier Joh Bjelke-Petersen's political strategy will become clearer
following the coming Queensland State elections. There is little doubt
of his intention to play a major role in influencing the next Federal
elections. His position will be weakened unless he polls strongly on
November lst. Yielding to growing public pressure, Prime Minister Hawke
may deprive the Premier of his proposed trump card, the Fringe Benefits
Tax. Mr. Hawke is now committed to a major review before November ist.
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The growing national political ferment is being further increased bythe emergence of "The New Right", which we analysed in a recent issue,
and conflict inside the Liberal Party concerning what its relationship
should be with what small-l Liberals see as some type of ultra- con-servative movement. Confusing the position even more, chief execut-
ive of the Australian Chamber of Manufacturers, Mr. Brian Powell, has
used the term "neo-Fascism" in describing "The New Right", which isslightly ironic when the large employer groups with whom Mr. Powell
works, are working closely with the Australian Council of Trade Unions.Big Business and Big Unions linked with Big Government is the essenceof Fascism or National Socialism.
Multinationalist Sir Peter Ables, Mr. Hawke's personal friend, insiststhat Paul Keating is a great Treasurer, while his fellow multi- nation-alist Rupert Murdoch has told Wall Street that Prime Minister Hawke wasdoing a "great" job. Murdoch was addressing the conference hosted byAustralian stockbrokers McIntosh Hoare Govett Ltd. "The Age" representa-tive, writing from New York, writes, "They were the elite of Australia's
new capitalism, the movers and shakers, the kings of the takeover game..
++ They had come to tell Wall Street that Australia was a good thing toinvest in. John Elliot of Elders was there . He is, of course,
Federal Treasurer of the Liberal Party. He also urges the internat-ional bankers to invest in Australia.
Renewed speculation about the "New Right" has been fuelled by the annou-
neement that the Council for the National Interest announced that it hasestablished a Melbourne office. The published list of those on the 13member Council, chaired by former head of the Foreign Affairs DepartmentMr. Peter Henderson, with Mr. B.A. Santamaria listed as one of the mem-bers, suggests that this is at least a national patriotic group genuinelyconcerned about military defence. Chairman for the council, Mr BarryEveringham says that one of the reasons for the establishment of theorganization was because the Opposition was not tackling such vitalissues as defence vigorously enough.
Defence of "The New Right" by deputy Federal Liberal leader Brown, hasresulted in a strong reaction from South Australian liberal Steele Halland others. Tensions are growing inside the Liberal Party and thereis no doubt that Labor Party propagandists will be doing everything tofoster those tensions. It is in the political interests of the LaborParty to create the public perception of a ferment of opposition to theHawke Government, but lacking any coherence. If some group with suff-icient national status could come forward to foster a national programmewhich sought to unite the electors on basic issues, and one of those -generally neglected - being the constitutional revolution, and to estab-lish in as many electorates as possible a non-party service movementquestioning candid ates, it would be rendering Australia what could provea life-saving service.
Perhaps this is an appropriate task for the Returned Services League of
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Australia?
STAR-WARS OVER ICELAND:
As we go to press we hear over the A.B.C. Radio News, that Mr. GeorgeSchulz, the U.S. Secretary of State is "disappointed" that no realprogress has been made in the Icelandic Summit. We could have toldhim that would happen months ago.
What the Kremlin must achieve is abandonment of the Strategic DefenceInitiative (S.D.I. - "Star Wars"). No doubt Comrade Gorbachev wasdangling all sorts of bait before the Americans to get them to a

 

 

conciliatory position (earlier reports suggest this) - and then slam-
med on the Big Bite: No Star Wars. What's it all about?Star Wars is a defensive programme. It will protect the U.S.A.
from on-rushing Soviet missiles by destroying them in flight.
And it works!

Further to our "Thought for the Week" (this issue), the U.S.S.R. doesnot want a nuclear war with the U.S.A. The Soviet programme is foron-going subversion against the West; demoralization, probably greatlyexacerbated by the coming finance- economic collapse in the West andthe nuclear blackmail.
"Star Wars" neutralises Soviet nuclear blackmail.
BASIC FUND NEAR HALF WAY: Since our last report, 45 supporters haveset a magnificent example by contributing $13,715. to the League's
Basic Fund. This takes the total to $23 ,395., which means that relat-ively few supporters have taken the Fund towards nearly half of the
minimum of the $50,000. sought.
Consolidated National figures presented to the League's National Sec-retariat Conference showed that there was approximately a 40 per centincrease in book sales for the last financial year. There was arecord distribution of literature. All this and much more was onlypossible because the Basic Fund has regularly provided the necessaryCapital. If the real Australia is to survive, the progressive expan-Sion of the League must continue. We appreciate suggestions aboutprojects which the League should be undertaking but we must work with-in the guidelines of the financial support League supporters can pro-vide.
Can we please hear as soon as possible from all supporters. Please
note thathorrendous postage charges precludes the sending of receiptsunless specifically requested. Thank you.
DAVID THOMPSON PROJECT: Will all those supporters whom National

 

 Director Eric Butler directly approached for loan funds concerning a
program designed to put David Thompson in the field full time, notethat there has been an inspiring response, but that a further $10,000.at least is required. A report will be sent to all those co-operating.
The League is definitely "on the move"!
"ON TARGET"is published and printed by The Australian League of Rights,
145 Russell Street, Melbourne. Subscription rate $20 p.a. posted.

 
  

 


